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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . The indicated allowability of claims 1 -1 6 is withdrawn in view of further 
consideration of J P-1 0-1 37204. Rejections based on the cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5-9, 11-12, 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Sakaguchi et al. (JP 10-137204). Sakaguchi discloses a device including 
a 'belt' (1 1 ), inherently having fastening means and a gas bag (note that pressure can 
be increased or decreased by fluid flow), pressure setting means capable of forcing gas 
into and out of the cuff (see abstract), control means for controlling the pressure setting 
means, quantification means (12) for quantifying at a position closer to the distal end of 
a limb than the predetermined range of muscles (see fig. 2), the quantification target 
associated with a state of blood flow depending on compression force, and control 
means adapted to control the pressure setting means based on the quantification target 
(see abstract). As best understood, Sakaguchi discloses a device wherein the 
quantification means are adapted to quantify a quantification target at a given instant, 
and that the control means are adapted to control the pressure setting means over time 
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based on the quantification target at the specific time instant. As broadly construed, the 
microprocessor of Sakaguchi comprehends Applicant's recording means capable of 
recording 'ideal data', and further having the control means working in conjunction with 
the data from the recording means. Sakaguchi further teaches that the quantification 
target is a pulse wave (see abstract). As broadly construed, Sakaguchi teaches the 
device having control means capable of controlling the pressure setting means to 
remove pressure when pulsation is indicated to be abnormal (different from the 
established reference value). Sakaguchi's control means further discloses receiving 
means, control data generating means, and sending means (see abstract, specifically 
discussion regarding pulse wave extraction). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 4, 10, 13, and 16 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sakaguchi alone. With respect to claims 4 and 10, Sakaguchi teaches the claimed 
invention except for having a plurality of tight fitting devices and quantification 
segments. The feature of providing multiple tight fitting devices and quantification 
segments amounts to a duplication of working parts, and is considered well within the 
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knowledge of one with ordinary skill in the art. Regarding claims 13 and 16, Sakaguchi 
teaches the claimed structural limitations as noted above. The method steps as 
claimed would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, as the method would 
arise during normal use of the device. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-16 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fenn C. Mathew whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4978. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00am - 5:30pm. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Fenn C Mathew/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3764 

June 23, 2008 



